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31st March 2021 

Dear Viking Parents/Carers 

Viking Academy Trust: End of Term 4 Update…Thankfully, March has seen schools reopen for all 

children and a semblance of ‘normality’ resume for families.  This welcome return to routine has 

allowed staff, parents and children to step back in to the familiar pattern of the school day framing the 

‘working week’ with the weekend once more serving its intended purpose - offering a change of pace 

and a chance for families to spend time together. 

One of lockdown’s silver linings for schools – is the reminder to us all – how much of ‘normal life’ and 

daily routine we tend to take for granted.  Coming to school each day – to learn, to laugh, to live 

amongst others beyond our immediate family – has been appreciated across the last few weeks more 

so than ever before.   

Our classrooms have once again been filled with children immersed in learning – happy to be reunited 

with friends, teachers…and school pets! 

Viking can now proudly boast of having three four legged friends as part of ‘Team Viking’– it is my 

privilege to introduce you to… 

 

 

               

 

 

 

Aside from adding to the ‘cute and cuddly’ quota, our canine friends are an integral part of Viking’s 

‘positive mental-health’ curriculum.  We are fortunate to have three adorable pets that are able to have 

such a positive impact on our children’s well-being. 

Personal well-being has been at the forefront of our work this term. Ensuring all children develop the 

self-confidence to speak out and express their emotions, along with learning how to be a successful 

member of a group once again – whether that be in their friendship circle, class or school ‘family’ after 

having been apart for such an extended period of time. 

Pippa: Chilton’s ‘therapy’ puppy.  

She is an 8-month-old Border 

Terrier. 

 

Marlowe: RAPS’ 5-month-old 

labradoodle provides ‘pet therapy’ for the 

children 

 

Pablo…is Upton’s 3-year-old 

‘Chorkie’ – a Yorkshire Terrier 

& Chihuahua cross. 
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Our ‘Worried?’ page on each school site contains helpful resources to support well-being at home as well as links 

to numerous sites that share information and contact details for organisations available to support children and 

families during these challenging times.   Please do take the time to look & click on the link below: 

Chilton Worried page RAPS Worried page Upton Worried page 
 

Click here to watch the Parents & Carers webinar ‘Helping Parents and Carers to support 

children's emotional wellbeing in times of uncertainty’ 

********************************************************************************************** 

Covid-19 Support…Please see below information regarding coronavirus support, including how to apply for 

the ‘Test & Trace Support Payment Scheme’ and registering for food vouchers across the Easter Holiday… 

Test & Trace Support Payment Scheme: Who can apply? You might be able to get a payment of 

£500 if you’ve been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace, or you’re the parent or guardian of a 

child who has been told to self-isolate.  If you’re eligible for either the Test and Trace Support Payment 

or a discretionary payment, you’ll receive the £500 payment in addition to any benefits and Statutory 

Sick Pay that you receive currently. 

For more information and check your eligibility, please click here  

Contact Tracing over the Easter Holiday…To support the NHS Test and Trace process, 

the government has asked school leaders to be available for the first 6 days of the Easter holiday to 

fulfil necessary contact tracing responsibilities. What does this mean? This means, we ask any member 

of our Viking family (staff member or child) to inform Miss Arthur (Upton), Mr Budge (RAPS) or Mrs 

Law (Chilton) of a positive case…IF either coronavirus symptoms or a positive home LFD test occurred 

within 2 days of the last day of term (Thursday 1st April).  The school will then be required to assist in 

identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst 

in their education setting.  

************************************************************************************** 

Covid-19 safety measures…Lateral flow tests for families: please read the information below… 

Testing for parents and households of staff and pupils Parents and other adults in 

households with children or staff at nursery, who do not have symptoms, can now also access regular, 
rapid coronavirus (COVID-19) testing. This includes childcare and support bubbles.  There are different 
ways for a household, childcare or support bubble to collect or order their test to take at home, twice-
weekly.  
Testing is voluntary but strongly recommended to all who are eligible. Alongside the vaccine, washing 
hands, wearing face coverings, and maintaining social distancing, rapid testing plays a vital role in 
reducing transmission rates. Getting into the habit of regular testing as part of our everyday lives will 
help us all to play our part and do what we can to protect each other.   

Click here to order rapid lateral flow home test kits. 
************************************************************************************** 

https://www.ramsgateartsprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Worried%3F&pid=91
https://www.chiltonprimary.co.uk/page/?title=WORRIED%3F&pid=146
https://www.ramsgateartsprimaryschool.co.uk/page/?title=Worried%3F&pid=91
https://www.uptonjunior.com/page/?title=Worried%3F&pid=322
https://www.gotostage.com/channel/14354ada1d2f4015be15b5354fdc6107/recording/78492404b14f4358b7b3cf5738fbf4fe/watch
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcxODQzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvcmFwaWQtbGF0ZXJhbC1mbG93LXRlc3RpbmctZm9yLWhvdXNlaG9sZHMtYW5kLWJ1YmJsZXMtb2Ytc2Nob29sLXB1cGlscy1hbmQtc3RhZmY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.ogf7jiXAAe1ujsJdc-ixXAUVGQBQ5_OrKw7Y64mJanM%2Fs%2F741005936%2Fbr%2F100249914582-l&data=04%7C01%7Ceht%40vikingacademytrust.com%7Cb07ebb34e3294850346d08d8e96715c1%7C00cd129e4613416bb17444870b6ae052%7C0%7C0%7C637515976252808411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=33zOK2M688AfGjTRzh%2FN2sIj0y2McuDmYYR7yoZ6YYM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAzMTcuMzcxODQzOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5nb3YudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2UvcmFwaWQtbGF0ZXJhbC1mbG93LXRlc3RpbmctZm9yLWhvdXNlaG9sZHMtYW5kLWJ1YmJsZXMtb2Ytc2Nob29sLXB1cGlscy1hbmQtc3RhZmY_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.ogf7jiXAAe1ujsJdc-ixXAUVGQBQ5_OrKw7Y64mJanM%2Fs%2F741005936%2Fbr%2F100249914582-l&data=04%7C01%7Ceht%40vikingacademytrust.com%7Cb07ebb34e3294850346d08d8e96715c1%7C00cd129e4613416bb17444870b6ae052%7C0%7C0%7C637515976252808411%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=33zOK2M688AfGjTRzh%2FN2sIj0y2McuDmYYR7yoZ6YYM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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Easter Holiday food vouchers…Click here for Free School Meals (FSM) information. It is not 

too late to apply for Free School Meals and receive food vouchers across the Easter holiday period.  If 

you require advice and support, please do contact your child’s school office. 

************************************************************************************** 

Viking Holiday Club / Saturday Sport 4 All Club…We are so pleased to be able to invite 

Viking families to join us across the Easter holiday.  The club is based at Upton Junior School and will be 

available between 6th - 17th April.  Staff from across Viking will be leading activities throughout the 

holiday.   

Please click here for further information regarding Viking Holiday Club. 

Please click here for Viking Saturday Sport 4 All Club 

************************************************************************************** 

Summer Term Dates…Term 4 finishes tomorrow and we return on Monday 19th April. 

Key Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 19th April: Term 5 begins 

 Monday 3rd May: Bank Holiday 

 Friday 28th May: End of Term 5 

 Monday 7th June: Start of Term 6 **** Please note this day is no longer an Inset Day**** 

 Wednesday 21st July: End of Term 6 

Viking Term Dates for 2021-2022 are now available. Click here to view - Exciting to think we may be able 

to plan for next year’s holidays! 

 ************************************************************************************** 

Finally…On behalf of all at Viking, I thank you for your continued support, the compassion and 

kindness shown by all members of our Viking family.  This past year has been a team effort – and I am 
humbled to lead such a dedicated group of staff and extremely proud to work in partnership with 
families across the Viking Academy Trust.  Your children continue to amaze me on a daily basis – and it 
is for this very reason – in spite of all this year has thrown at us – that I believe I am privileged to do the 
job I do. 
 
Wishing you a wonderful Easter holiday.  Hopefully, the weather will be kind and we will be able to 
enjoy Thanet’s beautiful coastline, as well as its many parks and open spaces. 
 
Please continue to stay strong, stay safe and stay together – we really are nearly through this! 
 
With my warmest wishes  

 
Michaela Lewis 
Executive Headteacher     

https://www.vikingacademytrust.com/page/?title=Free+School+Meals%3A+Apply+Now&pid=69
https://www.vikingacademytrust.com/page/?title=Viking+Holiday+Club&pid=67
https://www.vikingacademytrust.com/page/?title=Viking+Saturday+Sports+4+All+Club&pid=71
http://www.vikingacademytrust.com/news/?pid=66&nid=2&storyid=20
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Covid-19 Four-Step Roadmap: Steps 1 & 2: 
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Covid-19 Four-Step Roadmap: Steps 3 & 4: 

Click here to read Gov.uk Guidance ‘Roadmap out of lockdown’ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-spring-2021/covid-19-response-spring-2021-summary

